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. IU been M * now and it alinolt ne- 
ſceſary, that a- Sort of Preface or Introduc- 
tion, ſhould precede even the ſlighteſt Per- 
formance, a few Lines ſhall therefore premiſe 
ſomewhat concerning the followin g Pages. 
Ihe Chapter of Che/ter having lately begun to 
beautify their Cathedral, the decayed Decorations. 
on the Epiſcopal Throne engaged their Attention: 
This fine Piece of Antiquity had been ornamented 
with Carving and Statuary, both which had greatly 
ſuffered, not By Time, but by Violence: They have 
therefore endeavoured to repair the one, and to re- 
ſtore the other, ſo that the little IMAGES which have 
for ſo many Centuries guarded, as it were, this anci - 
ent Monument, and were ſo injuriouſly defaced, are, 
by a commendable Care, now made whole again. 
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As the tab whom Theſe ſhould repreſent, 


lived in the early Ages of Chriſtianity, they are but 


little known to us; which induced One, who 
reſpects Antiquities, to extract from old Writers 
ſome Account of them; this was done in a very few 
Days, for his own at dent He has ſince been 
prevailed upon to let his Collections be publiſhed for 


the Information of others, as likewiſe to contribute 


a Mite to a very laudable Charity. And as they go 


to the Preſs, with theſe Intentions only, they may 
| therefore hope for a candid n 
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The Names of ſome AuTroRs cited 
in mee. COLLECTIONS. | i 


£ Angia Sacra 5 Tngulphus | 


Bede WF” - Langhorn's Chro- 
— I 
Brompton Si Peter . 
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Powell's Ehe) of — 
Florence of Wor- Win 
ceſter 
. | 8 Chronicle 
5 Coſoclin Simeon of Durham 
Higden | | Speed 
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Life of St. Winsugen, Kc. 
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. 4: Fa. 7 ER i . SA 


HE Epiſcopal Throne; in in oe Cithedral- 
Church of Cheſter, allowed to be the Shrine 
of St. Werburgha, to whom the Abbey was 
J Celeste, is a Stone Structure in the antique 
J WY monumental Stile, of an oblong quadrangular 
Form, eight Feet and nine Inches in Height, in Length from 
Eaſt to Weſt ſeven Feet and fix Inches; in Breadth from 
North to South four Feet and eight Inches, ornamented with 
ſix Gothic Arches (three Feet and four Inches in Height) two 
towards the North F. ront, two towards the South, one at the 
Eaſt End, and the other at the Weſt; above each of theſe is 
an Arch, W La Window, in the ſame'Stile of Architec- 
dure. . nan < Co 
Ti Fabrick is Ae! with Variety of Carving, _ em- 
belliſhed with a Number of: Images; about fourteen Inches in 


8 „ 2 out, 
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41 


Height, in, different Habits, beautified with Painting and Gild- 
ing: Each of theſe held in one Hand a Scroll or Label, upon | 
which were inſcribed in Latin, but in the Old Engliſh Charac 
ter, the Names of Kings and Saints of the Royal Line of 
MzRC1A.. Many of the Labels are broke off, others are ſo 
much defaced, that only a Syllable or two can be read. 

Theſe Statues are placed i in the following Order, if we Hts | 
with the Figure at the South-weft Angle, fronting the Weſt, 
and thence proceed oyer that End, along the North Front, and 


thence round the Eaſt End, towards the Stairs up to the 
Throne. 1 5 
1. Rex CRI EDA. „„ Rex - 224. os. 
2. Rex PE ND A. OY £7 SS wee. 
3. Rex WOLPHERUS. | 18. E a . 
4 Rex CZOIHIAZD Vs. 16 
e ., Bab 
6. Rex OP FA. 0 MERWAL DUS.. : 
7. Rex E@FELTUS.. | 22. Rer WIe IAT. 
898— 23. Rex BERTWU ITE 
„ S K xu. | 24 Rex Bukonzzvvc, 
10. S MIL ZU IA 4. 254. 
11. Rex BEORNA. - $ 26. 8 -==-===EDA. 
12. Rex Corwenvs. . RN 
14. $* ------LDA. 29. Rex ETHELBERTUS. 
15. us. | 30. $* MIID IIA. 


Four more Images have been quite cut away, two at the Weſt, 


and two at the Eaſt End. | 
4 - | | . The 


41. 


"The Perſocages which were intended to be repreſented by 
| theſe Statues, were either her Anceſtors, or elſe moſt of them 
nearly related to St. Vorburgba, 'who was Daughter! of Wal 
here, King of Mercia, by his Queen Ermimida She was (1) 
in her Infancy (according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times) bo- Langhor's 
trothed, or married to her Couſin-German Geolredus, afterwards 
King of Mercia; (2) yet notwithſtanding her Marriage, ſhe kept 
herſelf a Virgin, chaſte! and inv iolate, having been bred by her 
Mother Erminilda, in the Fear of God, and a Contempt of all 
worldly Vanities, ſhe very early formed ann pm a7 ä 
cate herſelf to God in a State of Religion and Virginityrr. en. 
She perſiſted in this Intention, not only during the Time er 

Marriage, but aſter her-Huzband's Deccaſe, (3) notwithſtandz. 
ing many great Matehes were propoſed to her: Nor could ge 
be eee Win = her Father to un her ptr Gs ho", 
: hae 


"uh 44 Que adhuc Jv ag nupen oa Ceolrado, þ J 


« more temporum, pe atone e 

« illibatam, et t obitum mariti LW; Anas 155 

% cum matre ilda apud” 2 X: vil re — 

2 Sancta Edheldreda abbatiſſa, Erminildz F \ Sande Werburghe, * 25 1 * 11 * 

.. Chon; , þ, (4). Werbung poſt mortem Wlpher 

(.) Notwithſtanding that the con Naß di intravie onaſterium 

Teſtimonies of ſeveral Authors declare her 20 e cujus | ſanftitatem chm Sire, ex 

have been the Wife of Ceolredus, yet the Diſ- 4 Merciorum, ejus patruus cognoviſſet, on 

| tance of ſixty- ſix Years between the Times of | «« 
their Deceaſe, may. poſſiply occaſion ſome- 

What of a Doubt: Val 8p thing of that 

Kind will be cafily ſolved, if we conſider 
that ſhe was a very young Girl (Puellula) 

when ſhe was married to. this Prince, 

who lived to be, at feaſt, a middle-aged 

Man, as he did not immediately fucceed his 

Father in the Throne of Mercia, but had the 

Kingdom after his Couſin Kenred, and en- 

joyed it eight Years. He died A. D. 716, 


A  Weeburgh n 

. 40 W num monaſteriis,—ſcil : -bopd Trick- 

„ ingham, Wedinam, et Hamburgam, ſed 
apud primam obiit apud tertiam, ut ipſa 

&« vivens juſſerat, os FO et; ubi u ad- 


« ventum Danorum incorropiajacuit. Hi 
is 
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Goſcelinus 


t 


alter we Death of nahen, the and her Mother Erminllds 


in vita Sancte — e hang ede his Brother Wulghere, 


| {admiring his Neie's eminent Piety, and being much diffatisfied 


- 


e i 


chat bis Kingdom ſhould be depri ved of ſuch a Pattern of Re- 


_ ligion and Virtue, made the moſt preſſing Applications to her, 


to quit Ely; and return to her native Country: She Was at 
length pre vailed upon to come back into Mercia, and to accept 
- Fn Superintendency of ſeyeral religious Virgin-Societies, VIS. 
the Monaſterics of Triokingham (now Trentham) in Stafford- 
ſhire 5. Weedony in Northamptonſbire ; and Hanbury, in Staf- 


ſub anno 7825) ſhire. At the firſt of theſe Places ſhe died, and (according 


Higden. 


* Werburghe, diu ibidem reconditum, et | Guthrie, Vol. I. p. 212. 


to het Defire,/ when Lying) was buried at the laſt, where her 
Body remaiticd efitire ' and W for almoſt one hundred 


a ; 49 *4- "6X 


dende (Adr a n 1. J. Ch. 1 Ra 1 ſhe 
died and was buried at Ghefter 5 but Higden tells us, that her 


Remains were depoſited at Hanbury (near Tutbury) in Staf- 


 fordſbire, and (2) that in the Vear 87 5, when the Danes had 


ravaged a great Part of Mercia, and were advanced as far as 


(3) Repton in Derbyſbire, the People of Hanbury, terrified 
Vith their * _ up the Corps of St. Verburgh, 


8 — 
—_— 


N 18 " 5 — 1 * 1 — * bg 1 Ad, <&F 2 


(1) © Decreverat Werburgha. vivens, ut 4 ſemper uſque hunc incorruptum, eum fe- 
« ſepeliretur in Hehamburgenſi monaſterio. | © retro corpus beatz virginis continente, ad 
ex libello de genealogia, et vita S. Etbeldrede. | © Legeceſtriam ( quz nunc Ceſtria dicitur ) 

(2) © Dani venerunt apud Rependonium | © tanquam ad locum tutiſſimum contra ftra- 
© ubi hyemarunt, Hamburgenſes ie « gem barbaricam E Bid. ad 
« qui 5 circiter milliaribus a Rependonio | Aen. 8758. 

«« diſtant, pavore ſoluti, corpus Sanctæ (3) Krrdnconlly call d a * Mr. 


which 


(13) 


wa they, Bugs froth and entire, and carried it in a Hearſe 91 
to Choſter,..as a Place of Safety, Hom ** mere and Bardari- 4.0 


ties of the Danes.. SA 
We do not find from any of the as witten, about whe 5 


Time her Shrine was erected, but ſhall endeavour to give ſome 
Account of 9 whoſe Statues's . carved upon It, 


cn EDA. This Prince ee by (1) N ten De- FIGURE I. 
| * from Moden, tlie famous Stem and Origin. of the Saxons, Sax. Chron. 
and. indeed the common Father. of the northern Nations. He 
came into Britain, A. D: 584, and founded the Sovercignty of — Hun- 
Mercia, . which by the Conqueſts; and Acquiſitions of his Suc- Plorenee of 
ceſſors, became afterwards the. moſt powerful Kingdom of the V*=**-- 
Saxon Hepgarchy ; ; having” for its Boundaries, Humber on the 
North, the Severn on the Weſt, the Th.ames on the South, and 
on the Eaſt tne Kingdoms of ex and of the Eaſi-Angles. It” 
_ conſiſted of Cheſhire, . Derbyſbire, Nottinghamſhire, Stafford- . 
hire, . Shropſbire, Northamptenſbire, Leiceſter ſbire, Lincolnſhire, 
HJuntingdonſbire, Rutlandſbire, . Warwickſbire, Worcefterſbire, - 
 Oxfordſbire,. Gloceſterſbire, Buckinghamſhire, Bedford/bire, 
Part of Herefordſbire, and a ſmall Portion of. Somerſetſhire. 
Hiftorians-have. not informed us how Crieda firſt got Poſſeſſion 
of this- Kingdom, nor have they 2— any: _— more LY, 
— him. MSI ene ny Fo Cap? 


** 3 8 1 1 n 


— . . Or Wienmands, Wan - 
«. woldus Cnebbæ, Cnebba . Ieeli,. Icelus | * mundus Wikilegj, Wihtlegus Wodeni.— 
* Eomeri, Eomarus Angeltheowi, Angel- * — arnFt bog — 


D ww 


FIG. 2; 
Sax. Chron. 


[14] 


PE ND A, Reman The Serong. He was che Grandſon of 
Crieda, and did not come to the Throne till he was Fifty Years 


lub anno 626 of Age. He was of a bold, reſtleſs, and enterprizing Spirit, 


Bede, 1. iii, 
ch. 9. 


Ib. I. iti. c. 18. 


ever invading and ravaging the Territories of the neighbouring 
Princes. Having marched againſt Oſwald, King of the Nor- 
thumbers, they came to a Battle at a Place called (1) Maſer- 


Felth, where Ofwald was ſlain on the fifth of Auguſt, A. D. 642. 


By this Victory Penda made himſelf Maſter of thoſe Parts of 
the Northumbrian Dominions which lay on the South Side of 


the Humber. He then laid Siege to Bamborough, which had 


been built (2) and ftrongly fortified by Ida, the firſt King of 
the Northumbers : Penda endeavoured to reduce it by Fire, 
but was baffled, and retreated, 

As his whole Reign was a continued Warkire, he had, at 


different Times killed in Battle, five Chriſtian Kings; and 
though he would never be converted, yet he permitted his Son 


Peada to be baptized, and to receive Preachers and Miſſiona- 


< ” — 


(1) Hiſtorians differ as to the Situation of j Brian Dominion, which Shrophire was not. 
Bede's Maſerfelth. Camden, and from him, On the South-outſide Wall of Winwick 
Rapin, Carte and Guthrie, will have it to be | Church are carved, in the old Eagliſ Cha- 
Ofwnaldfireet, or Ofereflry, Com. Salop- | rater, ſome Verſes relating to this Prince: 


Powell; in his Deſcription of Wales, ſays, 

that it was in the 3 Territories, | Hic locus, In ale, quondam Placnit tibi d 
and not at Ofeelfrey, which was calld, by | Nranbum * Jon Rex, nunc f po 

the Britnds, Mechroalle, not rf. Ne ane, Ke. Ke. Ke. 

In Lance/hire there is a large Fee, called | (2) * Ida regnum capeſſit, unde Northan- 
Macker field, in which lies Part of Winwick | © hymbrorum regalis proſapia primum ori- 
Pariſh, where, and eſpecially in the Town | © unda elt ; is conſtruxit Bebbanburh, quod 
of Nexwton, within that Diſtrict, is a Tradi- | © primum ſepto fuit munitum, ac poſtea 
tion, that King Ofxa/d had a Palace or | muro. Sax. Chron. ſub. ann. 547. ; 
Caſtle thereabouts, where he moſtly reſided, | (a) Mr. Guthrie, in ſeveral Paſlages, miſ- 
and this Mackerfeld was within the Nerthum- ] takes Banbury for this Place. 


ries 


[15] 

ries into his Territories. (1) Bede tells us, that Penda was 
wont to expreſs a great Abhorrence of thoſe outſide Chriſtians, 

who did not practiſe what they profeſſed ; declaring thoſe to be 
contemptible Kragen who did not e Ge God in whom 
| oP Diesel. | 
Penda's chief Pleaſure was in in harraſfing the TRI as 4 
and having engaged in a War with King Ofwy, Brother, and 
 Sneceſſor to Oſwald, they fought a bloody Battle on the fif- 


teenth of November, A. D. 655, upon (2) the Banks of the 2 18 


River Vn nuaed (now Aire) near Leeds in Torkſbire, where the 
Mercians were totally routed, and (3) Penda, together with 
thirty Chieftains of royal Extraction, killed upon the Spot: 
He was flain in the rere n of 8 3 Ne bers | 
was. rer elle 


44 771 FIC 3 £1 : 55 ; . ws > \4 4 5 +. 0 - ) 


e e the ſecond Son of Pon: He frocealadil his FIG. 3. 


elder Brother P+ada, who was poiſoned by his n a Nor- Leland 
thumbrian Princeſs, in the third Lear of his Reign. | 
- Wulphere, during his Infancy, had been concealed, e 5 
and afterwards ſet upon the Throne of Mercia, by the Care 
and Affection of three Nobleman: Soon after his Acceſſion, he 
renounced Paganiſm, was baptized, and "O” his , to 
men in hae Religion! iin 


* * 7 — « - > - 
21 244 . r 3 28 3 r — 1 oo S 13 1 
6 * * þ „ 3 — 6 a ten 8. 6. e * „ 2 
; 4 : i » © 


- [1 4 Pak 2 odio” habebat, et deſpi- } fte) The Place was afterwards: called JWin- 

ciebat eos, quos fide Chriſti imbutos, ope- | avidficld, or the Field of Lider. 

ra fidei non habere deprehendit, dicens con- (3). Hoc anno, Penda periit in Winwid- 

« temnendos eſſe eos et miſeros, qui Deo ſuo | felda, er vx e prole Regia cum co. Sox 

11 in quem erederent obed re e contemneront : Chran!' patrons 655. 7 . 
iii. ch. 21. 25 | | | A 
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Sax. Chron. 
A. D. 661. 


Bede, 1. iv. 
ch. 13. 
Florence of 
Worceſter. 


Brompton, p. 


772. 


e 


0 66 5 

He was an a&ive;Prince, much embroiled witir hig neighous- 
ing Potentates, and wageth War with various: Sucveſa. He was 
attacked by Kemalch, King of the Mai- Savtans;; but had Tho 


good Fortune to defeat the Invaders; and ſo far improved his 
Victory, that he ſubdued Buckinghamfbire, and the adjoining” 


Parts of Oxfardſtire, as far. as.; the, Thameu; and afterwards 


conquered a Part of Surrey. Haumpſbire, and the 1//e of Wighte 


Sarons, he brought him Priſoner imo Mercia, where he was 


converted: to Chriſtianity ; upon which M ulpberè reſtored him 
to his Liberty, (1) and gave nene of Hig bt, (aan 
Diſtrict in Hampſbire. 2 
Malmesbury charges Wulphere a; awentnlly Glling, the. 
Biſhoprick of London to one Wyna, which, if true, ſerves to 
evince that he had 99 89 an ee . in the d ee of 


* 


* a 4 ** . * 4 3 » 5 wy 1 * * 1 . r rey 
22 . le 


Sax. Chron. 


ſub ann. 675. 


In the ſeventeenth 2 laſt Vor of lis Reign, he Oy a 
bloody Battle with Eſcuin, King of the Weſt-Saxonc, at (2) Be- 
danhtof,, where a terrible Slaughter was made: Henry. of Hun- 
ringdon ſays, that if there was any Advantage gained in this 


Battle, it might b be claimed by the Ns who died not long: 


afterwards. 


| Wulphere married Ejminilds, Princeſs 4 Kem: 0 3 Their 


chief Reſidence was near Staus in Staffurdſbirs; and by her he 


had Iſſue a Daughter, Werburgha, and three Sons; two of 


SY 


— — 


(1) „ Duag illi provincias donavit Vettam | MVilgſbire; by others, Bidenbam near Bedford. 
6 videlicet inſulam, et Meanvarorum pro- (3) Wulferus et Erminilda habitaverunt non 
« vinciam.” Bede, L. iv. Ch. 13. | longe a Stone opp. Stafordenſis Provinciæ. 
(2) Suppoſed by ſome, to be Bedwin in | Ex im libro Hen. Bradfbaw Monachi Cefiriens. 
| DD which. 


DES 


: which dicd.before-him, . ore Writer: * killed by: tim); but 
.. Kenred, came afterwards. to be King of Mercia» 
2 OTE Ay a +8.364*6+ 81.0018 6. Iy- Ars ni} on | 
. KED, Nephew . of Wulphere, Couſin-German, and FIG 4? 
8 to the (1) Saxon; Chronicle) Husband to (1): St. 
Pio hes: Lene i | 
dom of Merria. a MWS en 
In the Tear abe dee dan zemarable 8 
King. of the Weſfl-Saxons, at Hodenshurgh. in _Wilthbire', hut 
the Occaſions of this War are not related by any Hiſtorian. 
Henry of: Huntingdan tells us, that it was a bloody Engage- 
ment, and ſo fatal to both Sides, that it was hard to fax Which 
had ſuffered moſt. Little elſe is recorded of this Prince: He 
was reputed to be of an active, warlike Diſpoſition, and had a. 
great Character. He died in the ninth. . Ns ROE 
2 and —— W 7 las, 


23 wh 7 F £3 4 1 ; \ 3 #53 & 


a A Toney: of tn Lineage; of Wades; Je" of FIG. 6. 
| er Houle of Marcia, being deſcended from. Eau (er gar. Chron. 
apa) Brother of King Pendo Eiandſather to-St,Werburghs. hams 756 
O was called to the Throne of Mercia by the unanimopy vn. 
Voice of the People, harraſſed out by the tyrannical-Qpprethogs: 
of the Uſurper Beorned. Hs began to reign A. D. 786, and Sax. Cie. 
vas accounted one of the greateſt among the Marian Monarchs. 

His firſt Exploit, aftex his Acceſſion to the Throne of his An- 
beer was an e mw paw * Sou whom. 


0 — 


* 8 4 F 2 


EF 35 


G 2 e 11 1. 
E. . he 


Anglia Sacra, 


vol. I p. 568. Canterbury, and to fix it at Litchfield. 


E 

he invaded with a powerful Force, and, after an obſtinate En- 
gagement, routed their Army, and with his own Hand, killed 

their King Alric. This Battle was a at Orford * the 
Sax. Chron. Darent, A. D. 774. | | 
In the Year following, he attacked the Waſh dase, and 
Ibid, ſub ann. defeated their King Kenwulph, at Ben/ington (or | Benſon) in 
my Oxfordſhire, adjoi ning to Berkfhire, and forced him to a Ceſſion 
x ++ of all that T erritory on the North of the Thames, which, from 
that Time, became a Part of the Kingdom of Mercia. He 
ſoon afterwards ſubdued Gloceſterſbire, and a Part of Somerſet- 
Fire, and founded the Abbey of Bath: And next, to ſhew his 
great Power, attempted to remove the Archiepiſcopal See from 


About this Time, the Velſb taking the G of his 

Wars with the Saxons, invaded Mercia with Fire and Sword, 

and ravaged the Country in a dreadful manner: Upon which 

Offa thought it prudent to come to a Truce with his other 
Adyverſaties, and turning his Arms againſt the J/e/ſb, drove them 
from their new Conqueſts, and forced them to quit to bim all 
the plain Country between Severn and Mye, which he peopled 
with Saxons; and as a Boundary and Barrier againſt future In- 
vaſions, he threw up that prodigious Trench from the Mouth 

of the River Des, to that of the Hye, extending about ninety 
Miles, and ſince called Offa's Dyke. ' © This Foſs, ſays the 
„Right Reverend Editor of Camden, may be ſeen on Brachy- 
ili, and near Rhyd, or Helig, and Lanterden in Hereford- 

< ſeire; and is continued northwards from Knighton, over a 

« Partiof Shropſhire, into. Momgomeryſtire and may be traced 

, . over 


29 1 5 


 gyer the long Mountain, called in Welſh; Kevn Digoth, to 
« Harden-Caftle,” croſs the "Severn and Llan-Drinio Common ; 3 
from whence it paſſes 4 B again into Shropfbire, not far 

4 from Ofwaldſtry where there is alſo a ſmall Village, called 
0. Trevyrclawdh. In Denbighſbire, it is viſible along the Road 
between Rhyabbon and Wrexham ;- from whence being con 
< tinued thorough” Flintſbire, it ends a little below Holy-well, 
„ where that Water falls into the Dee, at a Place e 

< the Site of Baſingwark.” F gs 2 

" "Bb Reputation of this Prince was raiſed to "Ry? a | Height, 
that Charles the Great, (commonly called Chirlemaine)" the 

moſt powerful and accompliſh'd Monarch of that Age, ſought 
his Friendſhip, ſending him rich Preſents ; and, upon his Ac- * 
N 3 granting conſiderable Immunities to Bugli 5 Travellers. | 
But Charles had, ſoon afterwards, good Reaſon to alter his 
15 Opinion of Off. 8 Character, which became deeply Rained 1 by an 

Act of moſt perfidious Cruelty. Offa was, by a ſolemn Treaty» Clans 
to give his Daughter Althrida in Mafrlage to Erbethert,” „ 
| of: the Eaft- Angles ; and Wer that Prince 0 bebe . 1 


£9 It has been mentioned by ſome Wri- þ « « 1b puter lv . anner 1 
ters, that when Offa had finiſhed his Dyke, 3 
he pfomulged a Decrde, That vides Mat, 4 nba which may be thus tra aſl d: LL 0 wo 2 
man mould paſs over this Boundary, he he! f = 
ſhould be puniſhed with the Loſs of his You could, great Ofa, with deep Dykes 
Right Hand. enc loſe 

_ This is hinted at, in a Poem publiſhed by | Within their Bounds, your rugged Cam- 


brian Foes ; 
a a young Nobleman of 8 about eighty | ... g 
Vear ago 5 | we dar. they ringe into the e. 


- 8 His edn 88 Dr afig the le of.» * 2 
55 ues intercluſit nulto firatta aggere faſſa, by 


_ -vitation, - 


1 20 ] 
vitation, into Mereia, where (1) Offa, by the Inſtigation of 
his Wife, in order to get. the Kingdom of the Eaſt Angles, 
baſely broke thro? al Faith, and Hoſpitality, and cauſed his 
royal unſuſpecting Gueſt to be aſſaſſinated (2) by one Grimbers, 
in his Court at Sutton-WWallis in Herefordſbirv, upon the firſt 

Sax. Chron. Day of May, A. PD. 792. The Body of (3) the murdered King 

was, by Offa's Orders, bunied: at Marden, not far from Here- 
Ford, upon the Banks of the River Lig; but was afterwards 
removed from thence, and depoſited in Hereford, where the 
Cathedral 3 is fince built, and dedicated to his Memory. 
The Princes of thoſe Times could attone for Crimes of the 
buckeſt Dye, by Pilgrimages, and Donations to Religious U ſes. 
Offa, in order to obtain Quiet for his Conſcience, ſet out for 
Rome, and, whilſt there, granted to the Pope, and his Suc- 
ecflors, that Tribute, which has been ſince called Peter-pence. 
Having receiyed his Holineſs Abſolution, he returned to 

England, and built and endowed the Abbey of St. 4/bans, 

- which he juſt lived to finiſh. Having reigned thirty- nine 

Rlorence of Vears, he died about the * of. July, or the Beginning of 


Worceſter. 


Sax. Chron. Auguſt, A. D. 794. 
FIG. 7. EG FERTUS, (or EGF&K1DUS) Son and Succeſſor to Ofta,. 


Six. Chron. à Prince of great Hopes, but ſoon ſnatched away, having reigned. 


. only one hundred and forty-one Days: He was interred i in ihe 


25 N at St. Alien. 


uh 


tht — „ 


(1) Uxor· Off maritum confitis- impelit, | l Did. 
ut hoſpitem, et futurum generum'e medio. () Offa juſſit Ethelbrighti corpus cum 
tollat. Lelend. Colle. v. L p. 213. capite in ripa Lugi fluv. in comit. Here- 

(2) Ethelbrightus rex a Guimberto famulo | fordiæ a ſepeliri, id quod factum eſt. 
Offæ olim ejus in Eſtanglia familiari amico I Bid. 


St. KEN EL M. 


St. Ke Net N. Tü Infant king was "the 800 of Kenulf, FIG. g. 
@ Ja Prince of the Moerrian Blood-Royal, | who ſucceeded Eg- 
fert, juſt before mentioned. Kene/m was but ſeven Years old 
at the Death of his Father, and his own Acceſſion to the Crown: 6 
He had Wien WE 2 em. Maur when his Sifter 8 


1 - \& $ 


Aſtobert) to 7 50 * ** * the il innocent Youth 
into an unfrequented Wood, cut off his Head, and buried him 


4 under a Thorn-Tree. The Author of Polychronicon fays, that Higden, 


the Corps was thrown into a Well. "Several old Hiſtorians mens | 
tion the. Murder of this Prince,.and the miraculous manner of 
its Diſcovery : Concerning, the latter, Wi liam. of Malmesbury 
and Matthew. of Weſtminſter, give the following legendary. Ac- 
caunt, VIS, © That. after the Perpetration of this bloody Deed, 
A the inhuman Siſter ſoon. ſeized the King dam, and prohibited 
« all Enquiry after her loſt Brother: But this horrible Fact, 


4 concealed in England, was, made. known at Rome, by a ſu- e 


; « N  pernatural Revelation; ſor on the. Altar of St. Peter there, 3 
$ a. White, Dove- let fall; a Paper,, on Which, io golden Letters, 4 
was inſcribed both the Death of Kenelm,-and the Place of” 
his Burial; vi. In (3)Clent.Gow-batch, Aencine King bearne,, 
lieth under A n. berea ned. „ „ 26 


„ 22 


1) Trinepos Wibbær patris Pendæ. Mar. " (5) Clent ex vacca alba, indice ſepulehri 
of Weſtminſter, p. 221. Kenelmi, Cowdale vulgo appellata, 
Mrs eee — — cms fub fpina jacet in comvalle Bdvina, 
procuratore c in « F tic a creature 
valle de Clent. " EO OO WS RE e 1 fa) ** An 
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reel. thus-renders i into our | Engl; fp this Saxon nch. 


. In ( Cleut Gaw-paſture, ander 4. T5 
x 22 * OF Head bereft, lies Kenelm, King Sore. Ni hit 


„ The Roman Priefts and Monks could not underſtand. a 
my Characters, but an Engli iſbhman, being accidentally preſent, 
Eu read the Inſcription, and tranſlated-it into Latin; Whereupon 
© the Pope ſent over an Envoy to the Engliſb Kings, to in- 
© form them concerning the murdered Kenelm. The Affair 
21 0 being thus miraculouſly revealed; the Body was taken out 
by of the Hole where it had been hid, and with great Solemnity 
*« carried to i, inchelcombe in G licefterſbire, and there interred 
< in the Church of that Abbey, which his Father had founded; 
4s ſoon, afterwards Pilgrimages were made to his Tomb, and 
bas Camden ſays, that it is ſcarcely credible in what great Re- 
* pute i nebelcombe ore; A was in, on account of this Royal 
'®* Saint? --  - | 
Malmeſbury. The unnatural Siſter did not long enjoy the Pruit of her 


Bigden. | 
Ga Chron ambitious Cruelty ; ; for ſhe was outed from the Throne by her 


RT PR * ncle roar in a few Spes alter her Brother was ne 


* 
W046 


FIG. 10, St. Mr Le RGA, Dachte of Morales: the fourth Son 


2 
* 


„ 43 
Vide Mercian Of King — a near * Rinſironta to St. Verba * 
%... ae 2 1 
— — ——v— 4 ·[—ͤ— 


- (*) Ce is-fituated. on che utmoſt Swuth J Spring called St. Keneln's Well, tb which 
3 of Stafferdfire adjoining to Mor- Set e Virtues have boy attributed. 
<efterſoirec 2c! (1 ee ; | oh i 


. 


8281 


a md bas (00 ad 20144 


"na; This rn FY upon; the $eroll,. or Label, * 710 Th 
not in che Catalogue of the Sovereigns of Morria, tho! we meet 
with it among the Kings of the Eaſt- Angles, 8 . 
Berus _ and lived in tho Ring at; St Werburgh.: 


to T1617 $3 ahne re es bat zi 2i2-- bairnd anew b 28 


. (commonly Niete, Gon NE) i Bro FIG. 12. 
ther of King Kenulf, and Uncle to the aſſaſſinated Kenelm. 


He drove his barbarous Niece Qgendrida, from the Mercian 
Throne, and began to teigu A. D $404: but in bis ſecand. Year, 6. Chon, 

he himſelf was defeated, and forced out uf his Texritories, by an 

| Uſarper, named bee He ee, Denghten, cal — 
1 ee $8. | L 2003" OG AfEt Fes bd 1 333+ 


44 


N14 Hin , DAS 1 03 1041292 an how * Waden . 

85 deen . thret ond remaining Letters PIC. th 

of the Nuns ops) this — — EE. 
that this female Saint was intended to repreſent Entrinildi, | 
Mother of St. Werburgh, and Daughter of Ercombert King gax. Chron. 
of Ken, by/his'Wike'Sexburgs, Phinouſs/ of the Eater OT POOR... 
| vas a zealous: Chriſtian, deſttoyed Heathen Idols ad 
_ 'Yemoliſhed- their Temples.” He jaſtitutedd the Obſervance f 
' Lent in his Kingdom, and was (altft MAlmerbur$)' © fmẽ 
for his Piety towards God; and his Love to his Gut A ' 
1 married his al 2 "Evorinilda 46" Xn King * 


-* 
"Rf * * 2 
— 83 


ero, regi, Ss ex . 
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FIG. 16. 


Bede, L. iv. 


ch. 12. 
Sax. Chron. 
A. D. 679. 


wits 


[44] 


After her Husband' s Death, ſhe, and her Daughtet Wer- 
1 were veiled dy her Aunt Etheldreda, Abbeſs of. E ; 
(1) and thence the went to Shepye (in Kent) of which, ſhe was, 
by her Mother Serburga, appointed Abbeſs. She afterwards 


ſucceeded her Aunt in the Abbey of Eh, (2) whete ſhe died : 
and was buried. —She is ſaid to have founded the Priory of 


Stone in Staffordfbire';” but others attribute it to ber Hand, 


| 


en BR 48 Col - Dus. This Scene has the Bie of; King, 


yet. holds ug Croficri in one Hand, by which Tokens, corrobo- 
rated by the remaining Syllable on the Label, it may be ſup- 
poſed to have been the Effigics of Ethelredut, Uncle to St. 


Werburgh, and Succeſſor to his Brother J/ulphere, in the King- 


dom of Mercia: Though he ſeems to have taken. upon him the 
Government, as his Nephew Kenred was ſo very young at his 
Father's Death, py he held wa rene rather too o long, I 


Regency. +3 4 12 : 3 
Soon after his. il gh the 6 ( 55 he mo the King- 


dom of Kent, and deſtroyed moſt of the Churches, Monaſtexies, 
and Poſſeſſions belonging to the See of Rocheſter., He then 


entered into a War with Egfrid, King of the Northunbers, 


and conquered the much greater Part of Lincoluſbire, which 
was confirmed to him by T reaty. The venerable Hiſtorian 


4 ; 4 0 4 *. I IE 2 * we 4 * 
_ — _— A > m9; 2” 4 VET TO 1 * — * R * 3. * 


(r) „ ad | Magn: Beminibda- eped- Hely- paulat. 


Fre a-Sexhurga, matre Abbas facta | Malmeftary.. 
eſt. Ex coden. f | 


(2) Obiit Erminilda, a ft in Ely Fark, 2 Ron Ag A* a 1 


C 16 J 
4 tells _ that he afterwards began to be religioayidifpobed;iand 

e for his Devaſtations in the Dioceſe of Noche ter, 3 
e « Biſhoprick at Worceſter,” and was a great Benefactor Sex. Chron. 2 
to the Abbey of Potorborougb; and delivering up the King- . We 
dom to the rightful Heir Kenred, he became Abbot of the — 
; a of TOO. in e vs 1 be 8 L Tb 


© 
ud 4 


D. 20 


; 8. 230. as eee upon an Gero FIG. . 
and the Number uf Letters required to fill up the Space, this 
Figure may be conjectured to have zepreſented St. Keonebnrga, _ 
who was Siſter to King Walphere, and Aunt to St. Vnurgl. 
She was married to Auelwual, Prince of the Nartihumbers, and 
was a conſiderable Benefactreſs to the Monaſtery af Hetenlo Sax. Chron. 
rough : Aﬀer ehe Death of her Huxband the wol dhe Weiz 67% 
and was much eſteemed for her eminent Piety. About three 
hundred Veats after her Death, her Bones were dug up by 


A, Abbot of nd buried ner 12 


22 hai ed 08 "22h Sent FIG. 18. 
Staff, and may, from the ChataQer and Diſpofition ef that 
Prince, not improbably, be ſuppoſod to repreſent Konredas, 
Brother to St. Werburgh, who is, more thani-once, mentioned 
under Fig. 16. His being a helpleſs Infant at (his Father's 
Death, induced his Uncle Etbrirad to aſſume the Government, - 
as has been before taken Notice of. His Uncle's: continuing 
an the Thrane did nat ſeem. ming 
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to be much fitter for a Cloyſter than for a Court. After he 


. had reigned about five Years, he relinquiſhed the Crown to his 


Sax. Chron. 


ſub ann. 805. 


FIG. 21. 
Sax. Chron. 


ſub ann. 656. 


Couſin-German Geolred, before-mentioned, went to Rome, ac- 
cepted of an Abbacy, but paſſed the Remainder of his Days 


in the > Monnhery of St. nd in that e MI} OC 
Ba LDREDUS, No ſuch Perſon RR among the Mercian 
Princes, but we meet with one of that Name, who was the laſt 
of the Kings of Kent : For Kenulf, King of Mercia, having 
conquered that Kingdom (A. D. 794). appointed Cuthred, a 
Mercian Nobleman, to govern there, and upon his Deceaſe, 
permitted his Son, Baldred, to ſucceed him, who having reigned 
near eighteen Years, was attacked and defeated by Egbert, re- 
puted the firſt Monarch of Euglaud, who drove him out of his 


Territories, and he was never heard of atterwards.: (*) 


MEexwarpDus, called MERwWA ILA, in the Saxon Aunals; 


which Chronicle agrees with Ma/mesbury, Simeon of Durham, 


and Florence of Worceſter, that he was the fourth Son of King 


Penda; was Father of St. Milburga, St. Mildreda, and St. 


Milguida; and was Uncle to St. Werburgha : His elder Bro- 


ther, Ethelred, as ſoon as he came to the Throne of Mercia, 


erected Herefordſhire into a Sovereignty, and gave it to Mer- 


wald, who had married a Daughter of Ermenred, King of Kent, 


by whom he had the three Oy before-mentioned, but n no 


Male Iſſue. 


* 


” Y N _ — 1 * 8 * — — 2 — e | 
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(*) Tho' the Stile Rex, was not on the Label, yet the Figure had a Crown upon its Head. 
Rex 


* * * 

Wi GLAFF, commonly called Win ile FI: by ragt ez 
the Saxon Chronicle, WI THLAFF, was a great Chieftain, or — 
Eolderman, among the Mercians; and by them (after the Royal » | 
Line was extinct) ad vanced to the ſovereign Power. Florence 2 — | 
of Worceſter ſtiles him (#) a Petty King in the weſtern Part of | 
Mercia. To Years after his Promotion, the great Saxon Prince, . er Ps 
Egbert, having reduced moſt of Mercia, marched an Army * 
againſt Miglaff, and drove him out of his Territory : The van- 
quiſhed Prince fled to the Abbey of Croyland, and was concealed 
for three or four Months, in his Couſin Etheldreda's Celt; at InguIphus;| 
length, by the Mediation of Stward, Abbot of that Monaſtery, 
he was reſtored to his Sovereignty, and permitted to enjoy it, 


ſubje& to a Tribute. This King Wiglaff ſeems” to have been 
related to St. IWorbergha, as the Hiſtorians call lum the Kinf- 


man of Etheldreda, who was Aunt to e the Mother 
of Warburghs 1 8 ; 


By rw Pu. He was the Brother of  Wiglaff, a FIG. FIG as 
| began to reign A. D. 839, but was admitted to his Government, 

only as a tributary Prince under Egbert the Saxon: His Rule 5 

continued for about twelve or thirteen Vears, when the Danes, | 

in three hundred Ships, came up the Thames, and making a 
Deſcent, took Canterbury and London; and defeatin g Bert- 


wulply's Army, drove him out of Mercia and forced him n 
talks 2 abroad. ub ann. 851, 


— 


„ 
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Sax. Chron. 
3 


* 


Ibid, ſub ann. 
85 3 


Thid, ſub ann. 
8745 


FIG. 26. 


FIG, 24 
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\Buacuzzpy 6 bf its. 38 8 to Gal 8 
wulbb, upon che like zributary Tenure, A. D. 852., He is 
mentioned (by, the Stile of Rex) to have been preſent, along 
with many other Princes, at the Endowment of (1) Medeſham- 
ede Monaſtery. He (2) married Ethelwida, Daughter of Ethel- 
- zwulph, or Adaluulf, the Saxon Monarch, Who, upon an Ap- 
plication from his Son-in-law, and the Mercian Nobility, en- 
tered into an Alliance with him, to aſſiſt him in his Wars dgainſt 
the Welſh; & and he accordingly marched , a powerful Army 


- through Mercia, and yarzed againſt the Wel/b with much 
Succeſs, that he obliged them to come to Burghred's own Terms. 


After he had continued in the Government of Mercia twenty- 

two Years, he was over- powered, and defeated by the Danes.; 
and being forced w ay beyond the Seas, he took Refuge at 
Nome, where he ended his Days, in the Eugliſb Seminary, and 
was buried in their Church, dedicated to the Bleſſed Virgin. 


Y BY ee BY 7 8 the Nene on the defaced Label 
belonging to this Image, it may be conjectured, that it was in- 
tended for St. Etheldreda, who was Great-Aunt to St. Were 
burgha, and veiled her and her Mother Erminilda, at her Abbey 


of Ely. This Etheldredg was Daughter. of Anna, King of the 


Eaſt- Angles, (3) and Widow of Tonbert, a Prince in the ſouth= 


3 — 
n * * — » — — "IT" ok. ** YE £ — Once * NG * PV. 


* — — —_ 


(1) Now 6 wo Ecgfrido, cujus wade cum duodecim an- 
(2) Filia Adelwulfi regis Weſt-Sax. nupſit nis uteretur, perpetua tamen manſit virgini- 


Burghredo regi-Merciorum: | Hoveden. = Any Bede, 1, iv. ch. 12. 


(3) TondberQo defuncto, data ci 1 
f f | | ern 


C29) 
ern (1) Parts of Northumberland, and en auntab-as. 
_ Eefrid, King of the Northumbers,. with whom, the lived twelve | 
Years, yet ſtill preſerv'd her Virginity. She took the Veil g. p. 61. 
from St. Ebba, Abbeſs of Oldingbham, and ſoon-after became Sax. Chron. : 
(2 1 of ©, where ſhe 2 288 was n * D. eh. 1673 & 67 


2 1 F Hat 4 y LS 3 A 


8 There was no „Ades 0 of this FIG. 29. 
Name, but ſeveral in other Kingdoms during the Heptarchy: 
Among theſe was Ethelbert, King of Kent, who was one of the 
moſt celebrated Princes of his Time, and the firft Chriſtian King 
of his Nation. Having founded e a. * * in the gax. Chron, 
fifty-ſixth Year of his Reign. v5 1s od r 

Ethellert was Great Great-Grandfather to 8. W, Sent his | 
Grandſon ane 8 renne Lane iving, he e 

; ' 1 

3 Mr DRI pA. This Princnlacia 8g ee e nder p16. zo. 
Fig: 21, as Daughter of Merwaldus, and Couſin-German to 
St. Werburgh : Little or — W is men- 
e by: ny of our deinen, „ eee e 0 » | 

we have now gone thorough with the Proj Nite! 
Sketches relating to each of theſe Images, . whoſe repreſented 
Original could be aſcertained by its Tabel; and have ſupplied 
ſome of the defaced Ones with ſuch Conjectures, as (it is e 
will not : be averted ee or be . 


SY Ds 


* 
— 


4050 . a ee „ erat. Leland, Calbe. W. i. * a 2220 52 ä 
princeps, primus 8. Etheldridæ maritus. | (2) Ipſa facta eſt Abbatifiz in regione qu@ / 
Egfridus autem rex Northumbr. ſecundus | vocatur Elge. Bali, ut anten 
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The Memoirs of the Mercian Saints n night have been a gods ? 
deal enlarged'; but the Legendary and Miraculous have been 
ſtudiouſly avoided; and of theſe Sort of Anecdotes, but a fin- 
4 MR 4 gle Specimen is given, vis. in the Account of that young ems : 
. = 22. the murder d Kenem. Be 25 1 n 

There would likewiſe have been a more ample Mention of 
our Virgin Patroneſs, St. Werburgh, but that only a Summary, 
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1 4 not a Hiſtory, is intended: Yet in the preceding Pages ſome 
fl. | ; | of her Excellencies will appear, as well as her Royal Lineage 
| WW 5 and High Extraction; ſhe being deſcended from, and allied to, 
1 not only the Mercian Monarchs, but alſo the Kings of Kent, 

— 14 | thoſe of the Eaſt- Angles, and other Potentates of the Saxon 
| if = Heptarchy : And the liberal Benefactions of the renowned 
[ (1) Erheldred and Ethelfieda ; the Charter of King (2) Edgar; 

the Munificence of (3) Leofric and his Lady Godiva; and the 
| | noble Endowments of (4) our famous Hugh Lupus, his Counteſs 
1 | - Ermentrude, and his Barons; together with the Confirmations 
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(1) Theſe were Sovereigns of Mercia, a- 


bout the Beginning of the Tenth Century: 


Florence of Worceſter ſtiles Him Vir eximiee 
prabitatis. She was the Daughter of- King 
Alfred, and is celebrated in Hiſtory. 
Eldredus dux Merciorum, cui nupfit Elfleda. 
Alfredi Weſt-Sax. regis Filia. Land. Call, | 
v. i. p. 212. 


(2) The Donations of that Prince are, 


« Humili Familiæ Deo omnipotenti in ho- 


_ © norem Sanctiſſimæ, ſemperque Virginis 


* Werburghz, in loco qui dicitur Leiaceſtria, 
aſſidue militanti.” Monaffic. v. 1. p. 200. 
Some Parts of this old Charter, being 


for he makes the Date of it to be A. D. 858, 
which was juſt one hundred Vears before 
Edgar began his Reign. This King was at 
Chefter R. P. 972, and died A. D. 975, in 


| the thirty-third Year of his Age. 


(3) Leofricus'Comes reparavit Monaſteri- 
um Werburghz Ceſtriæ. Leland. Collefan 
v. ii. p. 60. | 

He was Earl of Mercia, circa A. D, 1018. 
| Godiva was that moſt remarkable Benefactreſs 
to the City of Coventry, mentioned by ſeveral 
of our Hiſtorians. 

(4) Leofricus Comes templum in honorem 
Werburghze Virginis poſuit, quod poſtea 
Hugo primus e Normannico genere Ceſtrie 


; Comes reſtauravit. Camderi Britan. p. 467 


+ Xx 
* 


. ; Bo. Fob 


. 3 8 | | 


and additional Bounties of the ſucceeding Earls of Cheſter, will 
ſufficiently evince the great Reſpe& and Veneration which 
After-Ages had for the Memory of this devout and exemplary 
—_ 57s 7 ; 
As the Shrine of this Saint, and its curious Decorations 
here treated of, have not been touched upon by any of our 
Writers, perhaps, even theſe haſty Collections may be of Ser- 
vice to ſome future Compiler, who may poſlibly undertake to 
ive us the Hiſtory and Antiquities of the Churches and City of 
Cheſter. 98 EA ; | 
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